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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

March  9th,   1850. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


MAJORITY  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


ON 


EDUCATION. 


R  E  P  O  11  T 


A  majority  of  the  committee  on  Education  to  which  were  refer- 
red the  order,  of  the  House  instructing  ihem  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  establish 
upon  some  sure  and  permanent  basis  a  general  system  of  primary 
school  education  in  this  State,  and  the  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
entitled  an  act,  for  the  better  education  of  the  youth  of  the  State, 
by  means  of  common  schools,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  do  not  deem  it  expedient  at  the  present  time,  to  at- 
tempt to  establish  a  general   system  of  common  school  education. 
In  many  of  the  counties  of  the  State,  local  systems  are  already  in 
existence,  supported  in  part  by  taxation  upon  the  counties  in  which 
they  respectively  exist.     These  systems  are  no  doubt  imperfect, 
but  they  are  much  better  than  no  schools  at  all,  and  supply  to  a 
limited  extent  the  wants  of  the  community.     In  other  counties  no 
tax  is  levied  for  the  support  of  education.     To  improve  the  systems 
already  existing,  and  to  establish  schools   in   counties  where  there 
is  no  tax  levied  to  sustain  them,  would   require  either  an  addition 
to  the  burdens  already   borne   by  the  people,  or  a  considerable  ap- 
propriation immediately  from  the  Treasury  of  the  State.     Wheth- 
er it  would  be  prudent  to  resort  to  either  of  these  modes  of  raising 
the  fund  necessary  to   establish  a  general  system  at  this  lime,  is  a 
question  which  admits  of  bi^it  one  answer.     Either  step  would  not 
only  be  productive  of  complaint  and  discontent,  but  might  be  at- 
tended  with   serious   danger  to   the   credit  of  the  State.     The 
amount   required    for   the   establishment  and   maintenance  of  a 
thorough  system  of  education  here  must  be  gieater  in  proportion 
than  in  the  New  England  States  or  New  York,  on  account  of  the 
comparative  sparsity  of  our  population,  and  all  will  admit  that  our 
taxation  is  already  as  heavy  as  can  be  comfortably  borne. 

The  undersigned  aie  fully  aware  that  a  deep  feeling  exists  upon 
this  subject  and  thai  many  are  anxiously  expecting  the  dawn  of 
improvement  in  the  educational  system  of  the  State.  They  trust 
however  that  the  delay  will  not  be  attributed  to  them,  when  they 
are  thus  fettered  by  circumstances  beyond  their  control.  They 
would  cheerfully  undertake  the  task  of  digesting  a  plan  for  gener- 
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al  education  could  ihey  but  discovei  some  practicable  mode  of 
obtaining  the  means  to  give  it  vitality.  Frequent  efTorts  have 
been  made  in  years  past  for  ihe  accomplishment  of  this  object,  but 
all  have  failed  for  ihc  reason  given  above.  Many  repot ts,  elaborate 
in  argument  and  abounding  in  such  slalistical  information  as  could 
bn  procured,  liave  from  time  lo  time,  been  made  to  the  legislature, 
but  no  results  have  followed. 

It  would  be  worse  than  useless  in  this  enlightened  age  to  occu- 
py the  time  of  the  House  with  a  serious  disquisition  upon  the  ad- 
vantages and  importance  of  education.  iNothing  that  could  be 
said,  or  written,  would  have  any  efficacy  to  impart  utility  to  any 
measure  which  wanted  the  indispensable  element  of  success.  The 
people  of  the  State  are  aheady  fully  convinced  that  moral  and 
intellectual  education  are  essential  to  the  well  being  of  every  com- 
munity. They  look  upon  virtue  and  intelligence  as  requisite 
alike,  to  the  success  of  the  citizen  and  the  wellare  of  the  public. 
The  State  recognises  it  as  a  duty  to  educate  her  children,  but  she 
regards  the  maintenance  of  her  honor  of  paramount  obligation. 
She  is  determined  to  go  onward  in  the  stern  path  of  honesty,  un- 
willing even,  lo  be  turned  aside  by  the  prospect  of  attaining  an 
object  so  anxiously  desired.  But  tiie  time  is  rapidly  approaching 
when,  it  is  ardently  hoped  and  confidently  believed,  that  she  will 
be  freed  from  her  embarrassments  and  have  an  overflowing  trea- 
sury. When  she  will  be  not  only  wdling  but  able  to  establish  a 
system  of  common  scliools,  in  unison  with  her  feelings  and  wor- 
thy of  her  dignity.  In  the  meanwhile  she  will  need  no  excuse 
for  the  imperfections  of  her  educational  system,  while  slie  presents 
to  the  world  the  noblest  illustration  of  the  fact,  that  in  a  free  gov- 
ernment there  is  a  moral  power  to  enforce  the  sternest  requisitions 
of  justice,  more  potent  than  the  bloody  energy  of  standing  arniies 
under  the  government  of  Kings. 

The  undersigned  recommend  no  measure  for  the  adoption  of 
the  Hou?e,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  fiom  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject. 

D.  M.  HENRY, 
ODEN  BOWIE, 

E.  PLUMMER, 
ELIAS  DAVIS. 
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